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A Case of Carotidynia Mimicking Trigeminal Neuralgia

Jin-Seok Ko, M.D., Seung-Hyun Kim, M.D.*, Juhan Kim, M .D.

Department of Neurology, College of Medicine, Hanyang University

Carotidyniais defined as an atypical craniofacial pain syndrome caused by the dilatation or distension of the
extracranial arteries. We report an unusual case of carotidynia mimicking trigeminal neuralgia caused by an arterioscle-
rotic tortous carotid artery. A 68-year-old woman suffered from frequent episodes of severe electrical shock-like radiat-
ing pain around her left ophthalmic and maxillary division of the trigeminal nerve for 5 years. Initially, under the
impression of trigeminal neuralgia, carbamazepine was tried. She was reevaluated due to an unsatisfactory pharmaco-
logical response. On examination, no abnormalities were found on the craniofacial region except for a tortous pul sating
tender mass on the region of the left carotid artery. Routine laboratory findings and a connective tissue study were nor-
mal. Neck sonography and a 4-vessel angiography showed a tortous left internal carotid artery with stenosis extending
near to the skin. The patient was treated for 2 weeks with a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory agent, steroids, a pro-
phylctic beta blocker, and a TCA antidepressant. The pain gradually subsided.
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Figure 1. Anteroposterior view (A) and lateral view (B) of 4-vessel angiography show arteriosclerotic, tortuous left internal carotid

artery extending to near the skin.
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Figure 2. Right common carotid artery and bifurication show-
ing radiation of pain by electrical stimulation. Adapted from
Hill LM (1994).
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