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Epilepsy and Driving Regulation in Korea

Hyun Goo Kang*, MD, Sang Duk Lee, MD®*, Sang-Ahm Lee, MD °, Seung-Ho Jeon, MD®,
Man-Wook Seo, MD®, Byoung-Soo Shin, MD®, Sun-Young Oh, MD®, Han Uk Ryu, MD®

Department of Neurology, Chosun University School of Medicine, Gwangju, Korea

Gachon Law Research Institute, Gachon University, Sungnam, Korea"

Department of Neurology, Asan Medical Center, Ulsan University College of Medicine, Seoul, Kored’
Department of Neurology, Chonbuk National University School of Medicine, Jeonju, Korea®

In Korea, current status of epilepsy and driving are challenging and there are lack of formal legal guidelines about driving in
patients with epilepsy. According to the default standards in Korean Road Traffic law, patients with epilepsy are restricted or
prohibited from driving except who are conditionally allowed to drive by the Aptitude Judgement Committee (AJC). Though
the AJC consist of medical doctors and traffic officials, new regulation and guidelines are required for various type of seizure
and characteristics of patients with epilepsy. This review outlines the current applicable legislation about epilepsy and
driving in Korea as well as that of the overseas country calling for new laws to establish a consistent assessment.
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Table 1. Driving license regulation of Korea Road Traffic Law
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Table 2. Favorable vs. unfavorable factors of driving in patient with epilepsy”

Favorable modifiers

Seizures occurred during medically directed medication changes
Patient experiences only simple partial seizures that do not
Interfere with consciousness and/or motor control

Seizures have consistent and prolonged aura, giving enough warning to refrain from driving

There is an established pattern of purely nocturnal seizures

Seizures are secondary to acute metabolic or toxic states that are not likely to recur
Seizures were caused by sleep deprivation, and sleep deprivation is unlikely to recur

Seizures are related to reversible acute illness

Unfavorable modifiers

Noncompliance with medication or medical visits and/or lack of credibility

Alcohol and/or drug abuse in the past 3 months
Increased number of seizures in the past year

Impaired driving record

Structural brain lesion

Noncorrectable brain functional or metabolic condition
Frequent seizures after seizure-free interval

Prior crashes due to seizures in the past 5 years

Single unprovoked seizure

Vagal nerve stimulator implant for seizure control with extended adjustment period

Three or more anti-epileptic drugs necessary to achieve seizure control

*American Association of motor vehicle administrators.
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Table 3. Medical standards for driver's license by each country (private standards)
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Table 4. Classification according to vehicle type and driving license regulation
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Table 5. Declaration of medical assessment
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