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Compressive Trigeminal Neuropathy after Caldwell-Luc Operation

Jae-Youn Kim, MD, Soon Ho Hong, MD, Yong-Duk Kim, MD, Sang-Jun Na, MD, Kee Ook Lee, MD,

Bora Yoon, MD

Department of Neurology, Konyang University College of Medicine, Daejeon, Korea

Most postoperative maxillary cysts develop more than 10 years after a Caldwell-Luc operation. They can manifest with
cheek pain, swelling and dental and visual symptoms. Brain imaging should be performed to distinguish trigeminal
nerve compression from various other possible causes. It should be treated by surgical intervention to relieve the

above-mentioned symptoms. We report a patient who presented with compressive trigeminal neuropathy caused by a

postoperative maxillary cyst.
J Korean Neurol Assoc 33(3):206-208, 2015
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Figure 1. Brain magnetic resonance imaging of the patient on admission. About 3.8 x 1.7 cm sized high signal cystic lesion is demonstrated in right

maxillary sinus (A, arrow), which is accompanied with swelling of right infraorbital nerve on T2 weighted image. (B, arrow) High signal intensity

of right anterior superior alveolar nerve on gadolinium enhanced-T1 weighted MR images is noted (C, arrow).
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Figure 2. Preoperative brain computed tomography coronal image. Expansile cystic lesion in right maxillary sinus compresses infraorbial wall (A,

arrow), however, it does not make bony destructions (A) as well as invasion to foramen rotundum (B, arrow).
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