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A Case of Tetramine Intoxication from the Neptunea

Jeong—Min Kim, M.D., Young—Soon Yang, M.D., Du—Shin Jeong, M.D., Kwang—1lk Yang, M.D.,
Hyung—Kook Park, M.D, Sang—Won Nam, M.D, Hak—Jae Rho, M.D.

Department of Neurology, Soonchunhyang University College of Medicine, Cheonan, Korea

Seafood is a vehicle for the transmission of intoxication. The Neptunea are sublittoral species of the marine

prosobranch mollusk. Tetramine toxin is found in the salivary gland of Neuptunea. A woman developed blurred

vision, dizziness, headache, diarrhea, numbness and gait disturbance one hour after ingesting conchs. Neurological

examination showed dysesthesia, and motor weakness. Laboratory and electrophysiological studies were normal.

The next day, she recovered from her symptoms. We report a patient with dysesthesia and motor weakness due

to Neuptunea species’ tetramine toxin.
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Figure 1. Neptunea arthritica (A, B) and Neptunea intersculpta
(C) in Korea.

(Reproduced, with permission, Available from: URL:
http://www.koreanshell.com.ne.kr/Buccinidae/Buccinidae.htm,
2EH 5, e HFE el 2004;221-225.)
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